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Driver Walkaround checks  (DDI) 

What you need to take away from this, though is simple - be 
careful. This doesn’t just apply to how you drive, but to how you 
maintain your vehicle. Making sure it’s roadworthy is as        
important as getting enough rest and driving for your             
conditions.                                                                                        

Simple faults                                                                  
Faults like defective tyres, loose wheel nuts, and blown light 
bulbs are easy to fix. But, they can land you a fixed penalty of 
up to £300 each and faults like a defective tyre could even cost 
you three penalty points. And it isn’t just operator’s who are 
liable for penalties - drivers are responsible for their vehicle’s 
condition too. All these faults can be easily spotted by carrying 
out a walkaround check. So, what can you do to avoid missing 
easy to spot faults like these? Here’s a few tips for making    
walkaround checks part of your daily routine.                              

Check it before you set off                                                   
You shouldn’t think of your walkaround checks as an              
Inconvenience, but as something you must do before you set 
off. Doing a check before you set off will help keep all road   
users safe. It's much better to discover an unsafe tyre before 
you set off rather than while driving at speed.                                                         

Take the time to do it properly                                   
This might seem obvious, but you should always make sure that 
you have enough time to perform your checks before setting 
off. The Walkaround check must be recorded on your           Ta-
chograph, your tachograph should always be recording and on 
the correct mode. You should also make sure you’ve got the 
correct equipment whatever the conditions, like a torch for  
performing walkaround checks in the dark. It’s also a good idea 
to ask a colleague or a mate for help to check certain things. 
They can help you make sure your rear lights and indicators are 
working, for example.                                                                                   

Make sure your staff know what they’re doing     
Operators, when hiring drivers you need to make sure that they 
know how to perform a walkaround check properly. If they 
don’t, it’s important that you provide training. This training 
needs to be repeated regularly. This might seem like a hassle at 
first, but it will save you time and money in the long run.   

Keep an eye on things during your journey too    
Making sure your vehicle is safe to drive isn’t something that 
stops once you start driving. You need to make sure every-
thing’s in working order during your journey too. So if you    
discover a problem that makes your vehicle unsafe to drive, 
that means you can’t continue to drive it. You need to report 
the problem and get it fixed before you continue. 

A good tip is if you effectively treat it like a breakdown. Just 
because the vehicle can still drive, that doesn’t mean you 
should carry on driving it.  A second defect note will need to be 
completed to record all in use defects.                                                       

More information                                                                  
It’s worth repeating - walkaround checks are important and 
that there’s a lot you can do to make sure they are performed. 
DVSA’s priority is helping you keep your vehicle safe to drive 
and walkaround checks are an important and useful way of 
doing that. 

What about the Trailer? 

The trailer should also form a large part of the walkaround 
check, and any trailer number should be recorded on the DDI 
form. Some companies that swap trailers a lot during the 
working day may have a separate DDI book for trailers, to the 
one being used for the Tractor unit. Please remember what 
ever way your company operates, a walkaround check will 
need to be carried for every  trailer that is used during the day. 
A DDI form will also need to be completed for every trailer!  

A Fully Completed DDI will take at least 15 minutes to com-
plete, this time must be recorded on the tachograph. 

For more information you can read our guide to daily wal-

karound checks.  DVSA Video https://youtu.be/l4iWawNHanc 

Operators should carry out regular checks on drivers carrying 

out their DDI check, these checks should be recorded and kept 

on file. These checks should include unannounced Gatechecks. 

Lead in time on tachographs and checking PMI’s for driver  

notifiable defects against DDI’s.  

If a any repairs are carried out by a driver, i.e. change of a 

bulb, then a defect note needs to be completed and signed off 

as completed by the driver. This document would form part of 

the vehicle files for 15 months (O Licence conditions may be 

longer than this, please check!!) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/heavy-good-vehicle-drivers-daily-walkaround-check
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/heavy-good-vehicle-drivers-daily-walkaround-check
https://youtu.be/l4iWawNHanc


Defect Notes  

Appropriate action 

All drivers’ defect reports must be given to a responsible person 

with sufficient authority to ensure that any appropriate action is 

taken. This might include taking the vehicle out of service. Any 

report listing defects is part of the vehicle’s maintenance record 

and must be kept for at least 15 months, together with details 

of the rectification work and repairer.  

‘Nil’ defect reports,  

Should be kept for as long as they are useful. Normally this is 

until the next one is received or until the next scheduled safety 

inspection is undertaken. ‘Nil’ defect reports are not required 

under the conditions of operator licensing. However, they are a 

useful means of checking that drivers are carrying out their  

duties in this respect. We recommend keeping the Nil defect 

notes for two (2) PMI cycles as a minimum.  

If you are an owner – driver, you will probably not have anyone 

to report defects to, except to your transport manager (if you 

have one). In these cases, defects and the remedial action taken 

can simply be recorded and held for at least 15 months.  

Drivers’ responsibilities  

Drivers must be made aware of their legal responsibilities     

regarding vehicle condition and the procedures for reporting   

defects. This can be achieved by writing a letter to each driver, 

describing defect reporting systems as well as any other duties 

they are expected to perform. The driver should sign this letter 

to show that they have received the letter and understand what 

is required. Drivers share the responsibility for the vehicle’s 

roadworthiness with the operator. Drivers may be fined or  

prosecuted for the existence of defects found on the vehicles 

they drive if they are considered partly or wholly responsible for 

the existence of them. Failure to take these responsibilities  

seriously could result in the loss of the driver’s licence to 

drive.  

Minor repairs by drivers  

If you are an operator, you should bear in mind that drivers who 

are expected to repair minor defects in service, e.g. light bulb 

replacement, might need basic training. Ask your service       

provider who will be probably be able to provide basic training 

to  drivers  

Traction services and third party trailers  

Operators can provide a traction only service to customers who wish to 

own their own trailers for branding and loading purposes but do not wish 

to operate vehicles to pull the trailers. It is also common practice for an 

operator who may own trailers but is also contracted to tow third party 

trailers not owned or maintained by them. 

Unfortunately, ensuring third party trailer roadworthiness can be      

problematic for the traction service operator as usually for short term 

use the trailer owner would be responsible for the routine maintenance 

of the trailer including the safety inspection (SI). Under these               

circumstances traction operators are reliant on trailer owner to correctly 

carry out their own safety inspections within their stated frequency and 

complete any necessary repairs.  

The traction operator is responsible for ensuring a thorough walk around 

check of the tractor/ trailer combination is carried out to establish it is 

safe prior to use. If defects are identified during the walk around check 

these should be rectified prior to use.   

Traction operators would be expected to work with the trailer owners to 

ensure any trailers operated fall within the owners agreed SI frequency 

and that they are roadworthy. It is best practice for the trailer owner to 

provide evidence for the operator that first use checks and safety       

inspections have been undertaken and there are no defects reported for 

the trailer. There must also be a robust system in place to ensure defects 

identified during the walk around check or develop during use are      

recorded and rectified before the tractor/trailer combination is operated 

in an unroadworthy condition. 

The driver/operator bears the full responsibility for the safe operation 

and roadworthiness of the tractor/trailer combination at the time it is 

being driven. 

If a PG9 (roadworthiness prohibition) is issued to the trailer for a defect 

which would not have been apparent to the driver, either during the 

walk around check or faults which would not be evident by the           

performance, handling or warning systems of the vehicle during use, 

there is a potential issue associated with the trailer owners’ maintenance 

regime.  

Although the operator does not own the trailer they are ultimately    

responsible for using the combination in an unroadworthy condition and 

the traction operators compliance risk score will be affected, see Section 

6. It is therefore strongly recommend that hauliers obtain from the trailer 

owner or customer the safety inspection interval for the trailer/s        

concerned and a copy of the current relevant inspection reports to    

ensure the trailer has been correctly inspected within the stated         

frequency. 

Operators are responsible for ensuring any prohibitions issued to       

vehicles/trailers used by the operator are cleared or they have notified 

the vehicle/trailer owner a prohibition has been issued. Clearance      

inspection results are normally recorded against the operator who     

received the prohibition notice, failure to take appropriate action when a 

prohibition is issued could associate the operator with the offence of 

using the vehicle/trailer in contravention of a prohibition notice.         

Operators are also urged to pro-actively follow-up potential issues with 

the vehicle/trailer owner and third party maintenance provider with the 

aim to address any shortfall within the maintenance systems. 

A best practice guide for third party trailer operators has been produced 

by IRTE, this details some more useful information of how to operate 

third party trailers safely and legally. 


